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Dynamism of Being Ethical 
In Terms of B. Lonergan’s Understanding of Historicity
Eriko SHIMAMURA
Bernard Lonergan is one of the most outstanding Canadian philosopher, Catholic theolo-
gian and economist in 20th century. In his major work, Insight, he investigates a normative 
pattern for ongoing and heuristic developments in human understanding. Lonergan sets a 
?transcendental method? that is the norm of all kinds of human inquiring, including every 
philosophy, every theology, and every other kind of human knowing. Besides exploring the 
universal character of human intelligence, Lonergan explores Historicity of human knowing 
and doing to overcome the crises of modernity in 20th Century.
Lonergan makes a distinction between the history that is written and the history that is 
written about. In the former “history”, historians interpret the data in order to articulate what 
happened in the past. The latter ?history is the ongoing human reality itself.” In this context, 
Lonergan thermalizes the historicity of human knowing and doing. 
In this article, we focus on the latter “history” to verify how human being can be more fully 
ethical in the world referring to Lonergan’s basic thought. First, Lonergan attempts to iden-
tify the trajectory of our way of understanding “history” through differentiating three realms 
of meaning; common sense, theory and interiority. Then, Lonergan shows us human reality 
in terms of “a tripolar dialectic of history”, namely, “progress, decline and redemption.” Lo-
nergan also focuses on another dialectical tension between “from below upwards” and “from 
above downwards? in human historical development and sets up eight functional specialties 
in method in theology based on this tension. In this basic framework, we will see a possibility 
of establishing “method in ethics”. Through these considerations, I would like to suggest how 
Lonergan’s understanding of human historicity will serve as a heuristic structure of ethical 
discernment.
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